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Santa Barbara team assists in
rescuing Sierra hikers

Two father-son pairs were missing since Sunday
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SHAVER LAKE --
Seizing on a break in
the weather Thursday,
rescuers managed to
locate 19 hikers
reported missing in a
blizzard that also
killed two climbers
stranded on the face
of El Capitan in
Yosemite National
Park.

"Oh thank God, thank
God, this is the
greatest day of my
life," said Rita Bargetto-Snider, who was at the
command post where the rescue was being coordinated
when she received word that her brother, Paul, was
apparently safe.

Paul Bargetto was among four members of a Santa Cruz
County winemaking family -- two father-and-son pairs --
who had been missing since Sunday from a 9,400-foot-
elevation lake east of Fresno in the Sierra National
Forest.



They were spotted from the air at about 11 a.m. walking
around and were rescued by members of the Santa
Barbara County Search and Rescue team, flown in
aboard a military Chinook helicopter.

"Due to the limited landing sites available, the five team
members could only come within a quarter-mile of the
campers," said Sgt. Chris Pappas of the Santa Barbara
County Sheriff's Department.

"Hovering 3 feet above the snow, they jumped from the
helicopter to the ground and punched through the
snowdrifts on snowshoes ..."

After giving the four hikers food, water and dry clothes,
the search-and-rescue team "helped them hike through
the 3- to 5-foot layers of snow" back to the hovering
helicopter, Sgt. Pappas said.

The four -- Mr. Bargetto, 47, his brother-in-law Frank
Horath, 45, and their sons, Michael Bargetto, 20, and
Dominic Horath, 16, were airlifted to Shaver Lake,
where about a dozen friends and family members were
waiting.

Frank Horath said no one in the group packed gloves, so
they shared wool socks and used them as hand-warmers.
He said they shared one tent because their second one
leaked. Because they only brought food for three people
for one day, they ate five peanuts for breakfast and a
scoop of peanut butter for dinner.



